Life-like Web
An Evaluation for a Life-like Agent Mediated Web-Community System
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Abstract: We report in this paper an experimental analysis on the influence of choice of expression
media on user engagement in web-community environments. We have proposed a web-community
system that employs life-like agents as medium of communication. We expect that interface in the
form of dialogue between life-like agents help community-viewers to comprehend the contents and to
participate in the community. We performed a preliminary experiment in which life-like agents and
texts were compared as presentation methods to community-viewers. We found that life-like agents,
in comparison with texts, help users to recognize speakers of each contributions better, and that
life-like agents motivate users to participate in conversations.
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