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An analysis of topic changes in free conversation using conceptual relations.
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This paper investigates the feature of topic changes in three-person free conversation by analyzing conceptual re-
lations between an utterance and the topic in which the utterance is performed. Conversations are often inactivated
when participants have no knowledge about each other and cannot find any suitable topic. In such a scene, if a
system can introduce some suitable topics to participants in the conversation, it will activate the conversation. We
analyzed the relationship between manually classified topic changes and the utterance in free conversation corpus
to find a method for automatically classifying topic changes.
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