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Many studies show that electronic texts are less readable than paper texts. The restriction on the employment of reading
strategy is thought to be one of the factors contributing to the lowered readability of electronic texts. In this paper, we report
on our development of a support system for reading web texts based on the SQ3R method known as the systematic reading
strategy, and examine the usefulness of this system. We compared three interfaces of reading texts: using our system, a
common web interface, and printed paper. The results showed that our system’s effectiveness was significantly higher than
those of the other two. Consequently we were able to confirm that our system, which supports the implementation of a
systematic reading strategy, improves the readability of web texts.
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